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PR P RIETORS of EAS T-IN DIA STOCK. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A GENERAL Court being appointed for Wedneſday the 24th of 


January, to determine by Ballot the following Queſtion : | „ That this 
Court doth approve of the Reſolution of the Court of Directors of 
the 14th of December laſt, That Mr. Paul Benfield be permitted to 
return to his ſtation at Fort St. George, without prejudice to his 
-. Rank.” I thall take the liberty of ſubmitting to you ſome general 
_ conſiderations upon Aa Queſtion, which no leſs concerns the Company, 
than it affects the fortune and character of an individual. 


The Court of DireQors, the executive part of your government, 


after a minute and laborious inveſtigation, as appears from the report 
they have made, having acquitted Mr. Benfield of the ſuppoſed offences 
with which he ſtood charged ; and having permitted him to return to 
India, I am ſure you will not without good and weighty reaſons diſſent 
from that Reſolution. To them, by virtue of the truſt repoſed in 
them by you, belongs the nomination and appointment of your ſer- 
vants, the controul of their conduct, the power of continuing them, 
or of diſmiſſing chem from your ſervice, This truſt they bind them 


B — ſelves 


Alves by a ſolemn obligation, to perform for your advantage, according. 


to the beſt of their judgment. Selected from the body of the Proprie- 


tors, and choſen by the general ſenſe, for the exccution of a particular 
duty, it muſt naturally be preſumed that more of their time and labour 
will be devoted to the acquiſition of juſt knowledge in the Company's 


concerns, than of the time and labour of other men, who hold ſtock. 
merely as an inveſtment of property. You will therefore be cautious: 


how you call in queſtion their deciſions ;. becauſe, ſuch doubt upon: 
your part, either arraigns their judgment, or impeaches- their i integrity. 


A juſt and manly confidence is abſolutely neceſſary to the upright diſ-- 


charge of a public truſt; jealouſy and ſuſpicion, can have no other: 


effect than to baniſh: from your ſervice, men of honour and ſpirit ; and 
to introduce, in their places, men of dubious character, and ruined. 
fortunes, who will comply with every caprice, and kneel to every 
cenſure, ſor che paltry advantages which. may reſult from the ſtation. 


they fill. 


OWEN WO —-—ꝛ — —— — — oe ons 


To yourſelves, e you ive very properly reſerved the ſa- 


pr eme controul over the conduct of the Court of Directors. 1 am not: 
endeavouring to call in queſtion the propriety. of that right; Iam ſo 


ſenſible of its neceſſity and importance, that I wiſh you to preſerve To 
in reſpect and eſteem, and to reſtrain you from an unwiſe andi intempe 


rate uſe of it. Thoſe rights which ultimately veſt in the conſtituent 
body ſhould never be exerted but with: dignity and effect they ſink in 
Worth, and diminiſh in authority, when they become che common en- 
Pines of diſappointment and malevolence. You will feel, therefore, in 
general, di ſpoſed to agree with the reſolutions of your Directors; or 
at leaſt you will call for ſtrong and convincing proofs, before you in- 
ict that cenſure, which your diſſent muſt neceſſarily convey. 


Tn the preſent raflance you will conſider alſo the ſituation of the in- 


—Wvidual, whom they have reſtored to War ſervice, and whoſe reſto- 
ration 
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ration you are called upon to confirm. Beſides the general prepoſſeſſion 
which prevails againſt the ſervants of the Company, Mr. Benfield ha; 
to encounter every prejudice, which malice and calumny can excite. 


During the very progreſs of an enquiry into his conduct, the mot? 
atrocious means have been employed to infect your minds; and he haz 


been held out to the public, inflamed by daily falſhoods, as an objecd 
for general vengeance. But, conſigning anonymous attacks to the co- | 

_ tempt, which they deſerve, and the lie of the day to its periſhable ex- 
iſtence, I will requeſt your attention, not to a particular defence, (the 
zeal and ability of Mr. Benfield's friends will, no doubt, ſupply that) 
but to a general examination of his conduct, as far as he ſtands charged 


upon the Company” 8 records, or by papers not entirely of an infamous 
nature. 


In this attempt to fix your attention to what is neceſſary to direct 
your judgment, I ſhall conſider only the great features of his ſuppoſe | 
N guilt; for when theſe are effaced, the canvas will preſent to you but 
an unmeaning aſſemblage of colours, affording n no likeneſs, and fur. 


a no diſtinct idea. 


Mr. Benfeld ! is accuſed of having been concerned in the Revolu- 
tion at Madras. . 


When Lord Pigot arrived at that ſettlement, and took upon him 
lelf the government of your affairs, Mr. Benfield was in an inferior and 
private ſtation. He had riſen to the rank of a ſenior Merchant by 
the gradual courſe of promotion, His fortune, whatever at that time 
it might be, could not have accrued. from the abuſe of power, 
for with power he had never been entruſted ; nor could he have per- 
verted the influence of his employers, to the purpoſes of perſonal ad- 
a vantage. Internal commerce, which the N abandons to all 
„ 1 NT Z Britiſh 
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Britiſh subjects, had occupied his attention ; and whatever ſucceſs he 


experienced, he owed it to the afſiduity with which he laboured, and 
the reputation of honeſty, which he had obtained. 


r. Benfield was no inconſiderable Merchant. He poſſeſſed an ex- 


tenſive credit, and he employed it in great concerns. He was the 
principal owner of nine ſhips engaged in foreign Commerce ; his in- 
ternal dealings were proportionable ; and for ſeveral years, in his dif- 
ferent undertakings, he gave labour to more than ſix thouſand Men. 


It will eafily be conceived by every commercial man, that whatever 


might be the final ſucceſs of his P his immediate returns muſt 
have been large. 


In the year 1769, he contracted with the Company to conſtruct the 
very extenfive fortifications of the town of Madras. In 1773 he 
contracted for the new fortifications of Fort St. George; and he ex- 
ecuted ſeveral ſubſequent « contracts relative to thoſe fortifications, a- 
mounting in all to /. Foo, ooo ſterl. Ile obtained theſe Contracts 
not from favour and influence; but becauſe his terms were more ad- 
7 vantageous tor the Company, than thoſe of his competitors. 


ko 


To ths year 1773 the Dutch took poſſeſſion of certain diſtricts in 


the Tanjore country, and occupied them with their troops, under pre- 


tence of having purchaſed them from the Rajah. Their object was 


to acquire commercial and political influence upon the Coaſt of Coro- 
mandel; and had they been permitted to retain poſſeſſion, they muſt 
have ſucceeded in their aim, to the great prejudice of the Engliſh 
Company. The Nabob was unable to repay the money they pretend- 
ed to have advanced; fruitleſs negotiations took place; hoſtilities ſuc- 
ceeded; and a war in the Carnatic muſt have been the un- py conſequence, 


when at the Nabob's requeſt, Mr. Benfield interpoſed his credit, and 


in con} junction with a native Banker enabled him to ſatisfy the Dutch. 


4 __ A treaty. 
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A treaty was concluded, in which his aſſiſtance relative to money was 


: — avowed. 


This was the firſt concern Mr. Benfield ever had with the Nabob. 
His credit and his reſources were not however unknown; for at diffe- 
rent times he had lent money to the Company to the amount of nearly 
L. loo, ooo to enable them to carry on the fortifications, when they 
would otherwiſe have been unable to have procured R. 


For the ſums, which he thus advanced to the Nabob, he received 


| e upon the Tanjore country. When Lord Pigot arrived with 
the orders of the Company to reſtore the poſſeſſion of that country to 
the Rajah, Mr. Benfield repreſented | to his Lordſhip that he had 
claims upon it, and received aſſurances that his Property {hould be 
protected. As his tranſactions were of the moſt open and public na- 
ture, he claimed the ſupport of that government whoſe ſanction they 
had received; nor could he imagine they would devote him to ruin, 
: tor a conduct declared to be meritorious. 


Of the meaſures afterwards e by Look 1 the refuſal to 


take his claims into conſideration; the ſeizure of his grain by Lord 
Pigot's orders; and other parts of his Lordſhip' conduct under which 
Mr. Benfield has fo ſeverely ſuffered; it is not neceſſary at preſent to 
ſpeak. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, that his repreſentation to Lord 
Pigot was fair and open: he neither attempted to ſurprize his judg- 
ment, nor to corrupt his integrity. As a public man, he addreſſed 
him upon a public occaſion; nor would he even dolicit : as a matter of 
favour, what he could claim as a debt of juſtice, Fo 


When Lord Plat had refaſed to protect ks property, he ap- 
plied to the Council of Madras; he ſtated to them the nature of his 


_ claims, and threw himſelf upon their juſtice and Protection. If theſe 
claims 
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_ claims gave riſe to any diſſenſions in Council, are the conſequences 


of thoſe diflenſions to be imputed to him, or if he is the innocent 
cauſe of a calamitous event, is he to be puniſhed as its guilty author ? 
To the Prefident and Council, he repreſented the injury he had ſuſ- 
tained ; nor can it be urged againſt him as a crime, that he had re- 
courſe to the only Court "which could afford him relief; and that he 
ſubmitted his complaints to that Tribunal, to which the wiſdom of 


his ee had 1 him to 8. , in all Ing 1 


With whatever warmth the ſubject of Mr. Benficld' s claims might 
have been agitated in Council, as the report of the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence very properly ſtates, i7 aw finally d, rſmifſed without the 
ſmalle ſymptom of intemperate ccm,; and of courſe it cannot be 


faid with any truth, that theſe claims gave riſe to the diſſenſions 


which ter minated i in the revolution at Mad) as. But, as this is a point 
upon which it is neceſſary that you mould be fully and clearly ſatis- 
tied, the following abſtract of the proceedings of the Council will 


preſent tO you at one view, the riſe, progrels, and completion « of that 
b 


N the 22d and as 29th of March, Lord Pigot acquainted 
the Council, «That judging from the Nabob's letters, that he would 
not give his conſent to the reſtoration of Tanjore, and the fate of the 
crop not admitting of any further delay, he had determined to ſet out 
immediately from Tar ore to place the Rajah i in full poſſeſſion of his 
dominions.“ The Board unanimouſly nie in the propriety of 
his Lordſhip's determination. Lord Pigot then moved, © That the 
Governor may take whatſoever ſervant of the Company he pleaſes 


with him to Tanjore either civil or military.” To this motion, and 
10 another which his Lordihip made on the fame day, Declaring 


the Governos to hold the fame authority, when preſent in any Fort, 


Factory, or Settlement, under the Preſdency,” ſome oppoſition was 
op made. 
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made, Conformably Kowever to theſe reſolutions, his Lordſhip on 


the zoth of March ſet out for Tanjore, and arrived there on the 8th 


of April; and on the 11th, by his Lordſhip's proclamation, the Ra- 


Jah v was reſtored to his dominions. 


On the 24th of April a letter was tranſmitted by Lord Pigot to the 


5 Council from the Rajahz wherein, among other matters, he requeſts 


* that the Company will purchaſe of him, at a reaſonable rate, all the 
grain of the preſent year.” The majority of the Board concurred in. 
opinion with Lord Pigot, that it was proper and neceſſary fo to- 
do.” Thoſe who were averſe to the meaſure alledged, ** That it ought: 


not to be purchaſe d, until it ſhould appear that it was not grain mortgaged. 
by the Nabed' to individuals, during the time he had the government of 
the Tanjore country. Several letters paſſed between Lord Pigot and. 
Mr. Benfield at Tanjore, relative to Mr. Benfield's claims, which 


correſpondence cloſed on the 14th of April. 


On the 22d of 477. Mr. Benfield addreſſed the Council, in the 


| abſence of Lord Pigot, The Board « came to a a relolution to wait the 
return of Lord Pigot. 


On the 3d May Lord Pigot returned. on the 1 zth of May, on 


conſidering the whole of his Lordſhip's proceedings, the Board voted. 
a minute c of approbacion thereon, not without oppoſition. 


. the ryth May, Mr. Benfield's 4 were taken into > confide- 
ration---adjourned 'till the 28th. On the 29th: Lord Pigot moved 
the following queſtion, which was carried in the affirmative, ſix to 


five: © That the Rajah of Tanjore being put in poſſeſſion and. ma- 


nagement of his country by the Company's expreſs orders, it is the 
Opinion of this Board, that it is not in their power to comply with 


Mr. Benfield's e in any nolpoes thoſe claims on individuals 


Whick 


4 * 


„ 
which bear the appearance of having no connection with government, 
not being ſufficiently explained to enable the Board to form an opi- 


nion thereon, and the aſſignments of the Nabob not being admiſ- 


| fable.” On the zd of June diſſents were entered to this reſolution ; and 
on the ſame day, Mr. Brooke, who had voted at the former dituflion 
for the queſtion, moved to reconſider the proceedings. A day was ſet 


apart for the purpoſe. Mr. Floyer took his ſeat on the 6th June. 


The Board having entered into a reconſideration of Mr. Benfield's 


claims, Mr. F loyer requeſts permiſſion to decline giving his ſenti- 
ments or vote thereupon, for want of information, and other reaſons, 
Which he aſſigned. 


On the 1 3th June, Lord Pigot moved, „That the reſolution of . 


the 29th May, declaring Mr. Benfield's claims not to have been ſuffi- 
ciently explained, and the Nabob's aſſignments to be inadmiſſible, 


ſhould ſtand confirmed.” Carried 1 in the negative ſeven to five. 


On the 14th, Lord Pigot moved; 0 That all the claims of Mr. 


Benficld were private, not public concerns.“ Carried in the nega- 
tive. The following reſolutions, propoſed by Mr. Mackay, were 
paſſed in the aflirmative, ſeven to five. *© That it is the opinion of 
this Board, that the Nabob had a right to the Government ſhare of 


the crop in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during 


the time it was in his poſſeſſion ; and that wy mortgages he may have : 


given on the ſame, are good. 


— — 


Secondly, 5 That a letter be written to the Rajah of Tanjore, * 
inform him of the above reſolution of the Board; and to recommend 
to him to give Mr. Benfield all reaſonable aſſiſtance in recovering Tuck 


debts as may appear to be juſtly due to him from the inhabitants, as 
well as to reftore to him the grain of laſt year, which was in the poſ- 


fon of his people, and faid to be forcibly taken from them.” And 
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« That it be further recommended to the Rajah, to account with Mr. 
Benfield for the Government ſhare of the grain in the diſtricts n 
to him by the Nabob, and ſaid to be forcibly taken from his people.” 


Here the lubject of Mr. Benfield' s loans was finally diſmiſſed. 


On wu of Jans a letter was received from Sir Edward Haghes, 


encloſing one from the Nabob addreſſed to him; claiming his interfe- 
rence with the Council; and complaining of perſonal ill treatment from 


Lord Taco. 


On the 17th June, Lord Pig moved, That it is che opinion of 


the Board, the letter from the Nabob to. Sir Edward Hughes was 


written purpoſely to create animoſity between the Members of this 


Government. ---This was carried in the affirmative by Lord Pigot's 


caſting voice. Lord Pigot next moved, © That no Member of the 
Council ſhould henceforth viſit, or correſpond. by writing, or by 


meſſage, with the N abob or with either of his ſons.” Carried allo 


in the affirmative by his caſting vote. Lord Pigot then moved, 
That it be recommended to the Nabob | to reſide at Arcot. oo Care 


ried i in the I ſeven to five. 35 


on the 210 June, Mr. Mackay RA « to reſcind the reſoly- 


tion concerning the Nabob's letter.” Sir Robert Fletcher alſo moved 
to reſcind the reſolution reſpecting viſiting or comdpornding with the 
Nabob or his fons. 


On the 28th FOR Lond Pigot WER SY to the Board; to appoint 
a Chief and Council to reſide conſtantly at Tanjore, and propoſed 
Mr. Ruſſell to be Chief, nominating alſo the other Members. It 
was defer'd 'till the 8th July; when the motion was negatived, by 


ſeven to five. Lord Pigot then moved, that Mr, Ruſſell be appointed 
omen _ Reſident 


4 
J 
| 
j 


(is. 


Reſident at Tanjore.---Carricd 1 in the alia by the Preſident's 


caſting voice. 


On the 26th of July, Mr. Jourdan moved, That the Committee 
of Circuit, do immediately proceed upon their enquiries. Carried 
for the queſtion by a majority of ſeven to four. Theſe motions 


were deterr d 'till the 8th of July. Sir Robert Fletcher deſired that 


his queſtion might be taken into conſideration.— Lord Pigot refuſed to 
put the queſtion ; and e in his refuſal. 


On the 25th of june, a ſetter had been laid before the Board, by 


Sir R. Fletcher, from Colonel Stuart, requeſting to be appointed to 


the Fort and Garriſon of Tanjore, ior reaſons he ailigns. 


On the gth of July, Sir R. Fletcher recommended, that Colonel 


St tuart ſhould be appointed ; and Colonel Stuart was accordingly 75 


P P ointed. 


On the 19th of Auguſt, Lord Pigot moved, that Mr. Ruſſel? 
might proceed to Tanjore. Negatived by a majority of fix to four. 
Draught of inſtructions prepared for Colonel Stuart, which Lord. 


Pigot refuſes to ſign---refuſes to put the queſtion, to take them into 


confideration.---Repeated debates enſue apon the Prefident' 8 right to: 


cfufe putting a queſtion, they were fruitleſs ; and on the 22d of Au- 
= pult; the majority reſolved, That they ſhould be ſigned by the 
Sceretary, by order of the Council.” A Letter was ima of in 


ſtruction to the Secretary, which when Mr. Statton and Mr. Brooke 


had figned, Lord Pigot ſnatch'd it out of the hands of the latter, and 


immediately charged them with acts ſubverſive of the authority of 


government: the queſtion was put upon their ſuſpenſion, on which 


queſtion, as being accuſers, they were not permitted to vote: Lord 


2 Pigot | 


MO 


Pigot thus gained a majority in the Council; and the queſtion was 


carried by his caſting voice. 


On the 23d of Auguſt, Lord Pi got was arreſted. 


On the 14th of June, the ſubject of Mr. Benfield's claims was 
finally cloſed.— And on the 23d of Auguſt, Lord Pigot was arreſted. 


An interval of upwards of two months elapſed, during which a pro- 


found ſilence upon theſe claims was obſerved, uninterrupted e even by 
the mention of Mr. Benfield 8 name. 


The violent and arbitrary condi which Lord Pigot afterwards - 
purſued ; the refuſal to put Sir Robert Fletcher's queſtion; to ſign 
the inſtructions to Colonel Stuart ; the charge againſt Mr. Stratton 
and Mr. Brooke; the ſuſpenſion of theſe Gentlemen; the arreſt of ; 
Sir Robert Fletcher ; acts amounting according to the declaration of 
; Lord Mansfield, 70 an affumption of government z and theſe were 
the immediate cauſes of the revolution, which muſt have inevita- 
' bly taken place in conſequence of ſuch outrageous proceedings, 
unleſs the Majority of the Council, fince found guilty of too bold a 
vindication of their rights, had diſgraced themſelves by a tame 
ſurrender of them. 


But to connect che ſubject of Mr. Benfield s claims, with the con- 


Adnct of the majority of the Council, it is aſſerted, that Colonel Stuart 
was appointed to be Reſident at Tanjore, becauſe he was concerned i 
with thoſe perſons who had uniformly oppoſed Lord Pigot's meaſures 
concerning Tanjore; and with others, whoſe money matters it was 
_ afferted Colonel Stuart had for a pecuniary confideration, undertaken * 


to manage for them. 


FD — > 5 
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The appointment at Tanjore, it was well known, muſt have proved 
a great and certain fortune to the ſucceſsful Candidate. It was an 
office of Lord Pigot's RIO and to which he nominated his = 
own friend and adherent ; the very Gentleman, who, in the ſequel, 


became his Son-in-law. This queſtion therefore concerned the in- 
tereſt of Mr. Ruſſel and Colonel Stuart; betwixt them it was the 


rife for riches; it afterwards became a queſtion of ſtrength between „ 
the two parties ; but in which the claims of Mr. Benfield were in no | : 1 
25 concerned. 8 : 1 : 
Whcever was to be appointed Reſident at Tanjore, V 3 
had a right to expect every aſſiſtance in the recovery of his claims, | 
as far as ſuch aſſiſtance could be given to him, without interfering 1 
with the Rajah's government; for the Council had recommended it 9 
10 the Rajah himſelf, to account with Mr. Benfield for the govern- . 


ment ſhare of the grain, in the diſtricts aſſigned him by the Nabob, 
and tho' Mr. Ruſflel might have diſſented from the reſolution, it was 
incumbent upon him to have promoted a recommendation, which 

| paſſed by a majority, and was therafore: e an act of che whole. 
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Had the appointment of a Reſident at Tanjore been 1 by 
the majority of the Council, and Colonel Stuart been nominated in 
the firft inftance, there might have been a more reaſonable ground for 
luſpiclon. But when we conſider that it was upon a motion of Lord. 
Pigot's, that this appointment took place, and that the majority 
argued not in the firſt inſtance againſt the nomination of Mr. Ruſſel, 
but againſt the very creation of ſuch an office, as improper, and tending =_ 
to 3 the authority and conſequence of the Rajah aver his own Sub- 8 4 
jets, we ſhall find it difficult to reconcile the aſſertion to reaſon and [I 
common ſenſe, that theſe Gentlemen wanted Colonel Stuart to be ap- 


pointed to manage their money Concerns, when they argued and voted 
againſt any ſuch N whatever. 


6 But 


. 
e 


3 


3 1 


alone, could never have induced the majority to contend ft | eben 


MM. 


for his appointment, in preſerence to Mr. Ruffel. 3ut it must be 


remembered, that this warm contention tock place upon Lord P igt 's. 


refuſing to / u the inſtriict ions to Colonel Seal after his appointment 
had actually paſſed; the appointment of Colonel Stuart was not there- 


fore the immediate object of diſpute; but the cauſe of a violation of 


government in Lord Pigot, by the aſſumption of an arbitrary right, 


which aſſumption begot a determined {ſpirit of reſiſtance in the ma- 
jority of the Council, and | Dy Lord Pigot's perſevering in his illecality, 
brought on a diffolution of the government. Let the appointment in 
itſelf be conſidered as a matter of indifference; let the queſtion of 


right, alio, be deemed 48 trifling, or at leaſt not of ſuch conſequence, 
but it might have been referred to the Court of Directors at home; 


ſtill we ſhall not be at a loſs to account for the rooted obſtinacy with 
which each part 5 perſevered. Cn 


In the hiſtory of mankind in general, the moſt deftrudtive conteſts, 


have not ariſen for the revenge of great and atrocious injuries, or for 
the attainment of material intereſts. The neglect of a flute; the 


ſettlement of a boundary ; queſtions of ſubtlety and ſpeculation ; or 


the infringement of ſome general immaterial right, have armed na- 
tions againſt each other, and ſpread war. throughout the world. 
Look to the miſerable contention of individuals. A difference in it- 

ſelf, trifling or ridiculous ; ſome frivolous diſpute of account, where | 
the whole value is unequal to the Lawyer's firſt fee ; upon ſuch 


foundations do the generality of thoſe ſuits proceed, which often end 


in the ruin of the parties. It is not in the object of contention itſelf, 


that we are to look for the reaſons which have occationed ſo much 
zeal and acrimony. Men warm in contention; the paſſions are 


rouzed; it becomes a queſtion of ſtrength ; and the alternative is 
r = victory 


But perhaps it w:ll be urged, that the intereſt of Co] nel Stuart 


1 


8 


victory or deſcat, Private friendſhip, or the general relation of 


party, might have induced the firſt appointment of Colonel Stuart ; 


but the meaſures which afterwards followed, changed the nature of 


the ſtruggle, and it became a perſonal combat for an eſſential and 


inherent right. The right was attacked ; ſpirited defence, or ſcan- 


dalous defſertion, and ignominious flight, compoſed the choice for 
the majority of the Council; nor are we to feek in the occaſion, 


which gave riſe to the rtl of that right, for the cauſes, which 
occaſioned ſo firm a defence of it. 


After the elt of: Lord Pigot, it may be naturally preſumed chat 


his Lordſhip, or his friends, would endeavour, on one hand, to per- 
ſuade the Company that they had very material Reaſons for the choice 
of Mr. Ruſſel; and on the other, that the conduct of the majority of 
the Council was corrupt and treacherous. It certainly was the in- 
tereſt of his Lordſhip, if poſſible, to divert the attention of men from 
the queſtion of right, to the mere queſtion of preference ; and upon 
the preſumption that he might ſucceed in this, to explain, by means 
of Mr. Benfield's claims, che ſuppoſed corruption of the majority 

5 the Cou neil; and to refer to this one univerſal cauſe, that ſeries of 
events which terminated in his Lordſhip' 8 impriſonment. We ſhall 


find, however, that the language of Lord Pigot has not been uni- 
and that he himſelf, previous to his depoſition, : 


formly conſiſtent ; 


ſigned other cauſes to which the animoſity, which prevailed in Coun- 
ci, 


ferred. 


"The letter from the Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes, 
his Lordſhip moved in Council, 


KL 20 written as an intention tg 
create animoſity.” 


« Mens diſappointments upon this occaſion (the 
firſt deputation to o Tanjore) ſeveral members having expreſſed their 


wiſhes to me, in private, that they might go to Tanjore, together 
with private concerns and connections, laid the foundation of that 


oppoſition 


and the oppoſition to his Lordſhip's meaſures might be re- 
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oppestden which has uniformly ſubſiſted ſince then.” (Lord Pigot's 
memorandum in the poſtſcript from Mr. Dalrymple's letter from 
Alexandria), Here then does Lord Pigot place the foundation of 


ol the op poſitron to his meaſures; * upon the difappointments of ſeveral 
members of the Council who, 2 private, had expreſſed their wiſhes 


to go to Tanjore;“ and ſuch private application, it is neceſſary to ob- 


fave. muſt have been previous to any mention of Mr. Benficld's 


claims. At the fame time, it will not eſcape. notice, that Lord 
Pigot no where fates that Mr. Benfield made any private application 
to him, or addreſſed him with regard to his claims | in any other than 
his official capacity. He attempted no {ſecret negociation, nor was it 
in the iſſue of diſappointment, that he had recourſe to a public repre- 
ſentation. 


But it has been inflnuated, that the aſſignm ents -of- Mr. Benfßeld 


upon the Tanjore country, were bribes to the Majority from the 
Nabob, through his means, to thwart Lord Pigot i in the e :xecution of 


the Company 8 orders, and to prevent the reſto; ation- of Tanjore 


No char ge, 4 a more heinous nature, could have been produce e 
againſt kilns; nor is it poſſible that he ſhould be ſtained with guilt of a 
deeper dye. In proportion to the enormity of the offence, it 3 bee: 


ever. underſtood, ſhould the proof be clear, and that. crimes whiclr 
proceed from an uncommon depravity of mind, muſt. be eſtabliſhed 
by the moſt indubitable teſtimony. There is no evidence whatever, 
upon this point, againſt Mr. Benfield ; and juſtice and humanity 


wa hardly convict him, without evidence, of fraud, falſhood, 
and treachery. But there 18 the ſtrongeſt evidence acquitting him in, 


the fulleſt manner. Meſſrs. Stratton, Floyer, Brooke and Mackay, 
have ſworn, in terms as ſull as language can ſupply, * that they had 
not, directly or indirectly, any concern in theſe loans, or any expec- 
5 tation of profit, reward or advantage, to ariſe from their conduct with 
reg ard. 


6 
Ned to them.“ The Court of King's Bench, in taking notice of theſe 
affidavits ſays, Words cannot convey a ſtronger denial; but the evi- 
dentia rei is ſtronger ſtill ; for if theſe were their motives (i. e. cor- 
ruption and a connection with Mr. Benfield) can it be ſuppoſed, that 


from the moment they got the power, they would omit to take any 


ſteps to compleat their object?“ To Mr. Benfield's own affidavit I 


beg leave alſo to refer you, in which he has ſworn, „that the majo- 
rity of the Council had not the leaſt concern, of any kind whatever, 
cither directly or indirectly, in any loans made by him to the Nabob 
of Arcot; or in any mortgages or ſecurities, from him to Mr. Ben- 
3 1 eld, upon the Tanjore country or the C arnatic; nor was he a middle 
perſon between the majority of the Council and the Nabob of Arcot, 
in any money tranſactions whatever, at any period whatever, to the 


beſt of his remembrance and belief.“ As far, therefore, as credit is 


to be given to the oaths of men, in contradiction to baſe and infamous 
infinuations, every idea of ſuch a connection betwixt Mr. Benfield 
and the majority of the Council, that theſe loans were no other than 
Tribes to them from the Nabob through his means; and that conſe- 
| quently, in this manner, he was inſtrumental to the revolution, muſt 
vaniſh from the minds of all diſpaſſionate men. 


It is at all times a vain taſk, to inveſtigate, in the ab- 


ſtract, the motives of mens actions. The ſprings of human con- 
duct lie concealed from mortal obſervation; and there hangs a dark- 


neſs over the operations of the mind, which it is not within the power 


of man to diſperſe. Of mens motives we are accuſtomed to judge 
from thejr conduct; and this rule, though imperfect, is the beſt; for 
there are certain prevailing principles, to which, with a probability 
of truth, every action may be referred. If the majority of the Coun- 


cil upon the depoſition of Lord Pigot had immediately ſecured the 
payment of Mr. Benfield's claims; had they, upon plauſible pretences, 


defeated the orders of the Company, and advanced the intereſt of the 
Nabob ; 
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that all their meaſures infenGily tended to thei - obj ECLS, and motives 


of corruption might, With Bine pes ii have been aſlfigned to 


their conduct: Bat when; pon the depolition ct: Lord: Þ 1800 no 


meaſures were talten by them, though then in the full Posten of 


power, to advance the intereil of the Mabob, cr to ſecure the ct: 015 
of Mr. Benfield; when to this moment, the Rajah remains in Peace- 


able poſſeſſion of hig dominions; ; and Mr. Benficld's claims us UNLitis- 


fied as ever; we arrive at a ſtronger negative proof than in the revert: 


of this conduct, we could have obtained poſitive teſtimony; for, 


though men, more or Jeſs may be governed by the prevailing pringi- 


ple in their mind, it ſeldom or ever happens, that when this princi. 


ple has operated. to ſucceſs, they ſtiould at once diſclaim, and act with- 
out any regard to it. This therefore ſorms what is very prop? rl 
termed the ex identia rei, ſtronger than any teſtimony given under artl- 


ficial obligations; not depending upon the credibility of particu}: 5 
characters; but reſulting from the very order and difpoliticn of 
; things. Cn dt 


We are not merely to fa ay 12 there is no evidence that Mr. Ben- 
field's claims acted corruptly upon the minds of the me jority of the 


Council, a8 having an intereſt in thoſe claims; and that there is evidence 
; upon oath to the contrary ;” but we are bound to aſſert from the 


ſtrongeſt of all evidence, « that ſuch al charge FROM peroly be u . 


It is Nees to mention a circumſtance immaterial in itſelf, but 


of conſequence from the uſe to which it has been applied, I mean, 
Mr. Benfield having lent his poſt-chaiĩſe to Colonel Stuart, to convey 


Lord Pigot to the Mount ; and this is urged as a ſtrong Proof that he 
was informed of the meaſures carrying on in Council, and of the i in- 
tention to arreſt, and impriſon Lord Pigot. Tee te 


% 


— : " 
— 
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Tt is well known to thoſe who have. reſided in the ſettlement of 


Madras, that Mr. Benfield's ſituation was not altogether that of a re- 
tired and domeſtic man. If he rejoiced in the fucceſs of his purſuits, 
it was becauſe it enabled him to indulge a hoſpitable diſpoſition; his 


houſe was at all times open to his friends in the Settlement; and his 


carriages were conſtantly at their diſpoſal. Colonel Stuart was in the 
habits of frequently borrowing his chaife, nor can it be ſuppoſed that 
upon ſuch occations he ſhould aſk him, whither he was going, or 
whom he was to convey. Colonel Stuart often ordered his chaiſe 
without his knowledge; and he was happy that his friend could accom- 


modate himſelf through his means. But he has denied upon oath that 
he knew for what particular purpoſe Colonel Stuart borrowed his chaiſe 
upon this particular occaſion; and that { far from having any knowledge. 
th at it was to convey Lord Pigot to the Mount, he never knew of any 
1tention in the Council to impriſon his Lordſhip, till that impriſon- 


ment had act. ually taken place. 


Wich 9150 to the removal of ert Pigot from his firſt lors of N 
confinement in Mr. Benfield's chaiſe, (thus a ſecond time in waiting) 
the very mention of ſuch a circumſtance is trivial and unmeaning If 
Colonel Stuart then borrowed Mr. Benfield's chaiſe, and even told 

bim the expreſs purpoſe for which it was to be uſed; where was the 

crime in Mr. Benfield? ſuch removal had been reſolved upon by the 
actual government; Mr. Benfield's ehaiſe was in no degree eſſential to 
the bs. and it was lent in common with others for the accommo- 
dation of Lord Pigot and his family. If Mr. Ruſſel's carriage had 
been more convenient and eaſy, and for theſe reaſons borrowed upon 
| the occaſion, would they have contended that Mr. Ruſſel was an ac- 
ceffary to the guilt of Lord Pigot's impriſonment? It is impoſlble 
to addreſs you ſeriouſly upon ſo ridiculous a ſubject. 


The 
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The letter which Mr. Benfield wrote to the Preſident and Council 


of Madras, dated September 8, 1776, and in which he charged Lord 


Pigot with having obtained very large ſums of money, jewels, and 
plate to a conſiderable amount from Indian Princes contrary to cove- 


nants and to the repeated or ders of the Company, forms a part of the 
accuſation againſt Mr. Benfield. In that letter it is true he preferred 


a charge againſt Lord Pigot ; he applied to the Board for leave to exa- 


mine evidence; but at the ſame time he requeſted that Lord Pigot 


might be apprized of his accuſation, and of his 1 int ention to commence 


orofecutions before the Courts in thoſe caſes competent to determine. 


He circulated no ſecret charge; but openly and avowedly ſtood forth 
his accuſer; and profeſſed his intentions to bring his Lordſhip to a 


trial, which, poſſeſſed of what he deemed evidence of his guilt, it 
was his duty as a faithful ſervant of the Company to have done. 


But it may be aſked, why 1 was i accuſation 8 why, after 
having brought a charge, was not that charge purſued? The anſwer 
I am ſure is anticipated by every man of humanity. Lord Pigot's 
death put an end to all further inveſtigation. The payment of the 

debt to nature cancelled the claims of juſtice. He accuſed the living N 
Lord Pigot; he would not defame the dead. Nor was it conſiſtent 


with bis feelings to blacken his Lordſhip's memory, when his perſon 


Was withdrawn from all human Juriſdiction. 


But, it is een that eight months Fae from the day of 
making the charge, to the death of Lord Pigot, during which time, : 
tho' Lord Pigot continued alive and a priſoner, in the hands of the 
ſaid uſurped 3 Mr. Benfield never attempted any ſort of 
proof. 


And is it really a crime in Mr. Benfield that he did not proceed 


: againſt ] Lord Figot during his inpr: ſennent; and bring him to a trial 


D 1 before 


(2) 
before the authors of his conf nement and depojition ? Mr. Benfield de- 


fired that Lord Pigot might be informed, that it was his intention 
to commence proſecutions againſt him in the Crurts competent to de- 


rermine ; but what Court was there at Madras, in the firſt place com- 


petent to determine and if competent, in which it would have been. 
proper to have carried on this proſecution? All the influence and 
power BY ich ſupreme au thority can beſtow, were in the hands of 


Lord Pigot's enemies; and had Mr. Benfield proceeded againſt Lord 


Pigot during that government, he might indeed have been charged 
with baſeneſs and cruelty. He therefore determined to wait Lord 
Pigot's enlargement, and to have referred to the tr ibunals of this coun- 
try, all cognizance of the accuſa ation which he had preferred. 


_ the Council of Madras he was forced to apply in the firſt in- 
ſtance, not ſo much for the purpoſe of accuſing Lord Pigot regularly, 
as of obt aining evidence, which reſiding ain the dominions of the 
Nabob, it was neceſſary they ſhould aſſiſt him to procure, and if. 

| he had not mentioned for what expreſs purpoſe the application 
Was made, and obtained the ſanction of the Council, for the 
examination of his witneſſes, he would have been charged 
with contriving, in the dark, an accuſation againſt Lord Pigot, 254 

tampering with evidence, to ſupport it. The neceſſity of this pro- 
cording will appear the more evident, when we conſider the charge 
made : againſt kim 1 575 the Nan of Eee 

It by no means, Nan follows that tho' during eight months: 
Mr. Benfield produced no evidence againſt Lord Pigot, that. he Was. 


not in poſſeſſion of any. Whether be was or not, muſt remain un- 


known, unleſs he could be guilty of the cruelty of producing it after 
Lord Pigot' s death ; as that time which Mr. Benfield had determined 


to wait, the enlargement of Lord Pigot, never arrived. Mr. Ben- 


geld is forced to obſerve a profound ſilence upon the ſubject 3 and it 
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is generous in his enemies to aſſert, what for reaſons of humanity 7. 


they know it is impoſſible for him to deny. 


Mr. Benfield's conduct upon this occaſion, is however a ſtrong 


proof of how little he dreaded upon his own account. Lord Pigot's 


friends, ſufficiently incenſed againſt him before, would find matter 


for im placable reſentment in this aceuſation; nor was it conſiſtent 
with a conſciouſneſs of guilt, to exaſpe rate thoſe who Were upon the 
ſpot, where ſo leng a period of his lite had been pa ales 0 hal 


_ themſelves: been ! in a ſituation of eminence and powe ; and within 


whoſe ability it was to have commenced a proſecution againtt him, 8 
had his conduct been ſuch as to have expoſed him to it. He cut of 


| all poffibility of retreat, and from the moment he accuſed Lord Pigat 
he abandoned his own conduct to the ſharpeſt ſerutiny, and the mott 
piercing examination. le felt, what the event has proved, that 10- 
part of that conduct could ſubject him to cenfure or to punitliment; = 
nor was he deter'd from accuſing another, whom it was his Guty to 
accuſe, fi om a dread of what might happen to himſelf. 


Another chains prodnced againſt Mr. Benfield, 1s the ſtory y Of * Comera. 
and the Bill. 


- # 


Mr. Dalrymple in a letter from Alexandria to the Court of Directors, 
relates this ſtory upon hearfay,. and draws from it an inference of the 


moſt reproachful nature. The circumſtances are ſo generally known, that 
1 need not repeat them; Mr. Dalrymple concludes with the follow- 


ing words, the black man to the Southward was Mr. Benficld's 
ſervant Comera,. and Mr. Benfield now alledges, that he has mort- 


gages on the Tanjore country, to a confiderable amount. It is falſe 
that the black Man to the Southward, was Comera ; Comera was at 
that time at Madras; and the bill was drawn by another perſon, with 
whom Mr. Benfield had no other than the moſt trivial concerns, and 


4 b | | whoſe. | 
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whoſe perſon be had never ſeen but once. Eiſna jee Pundy, an Ex- 
changer of money, gained by a conſiderable Pe was ind: aced by 
the Rajah to draw a bill upon Mr. Benkeld for 12 Lack of Rupees, 
without his knowledge or authority. The Bill was drawn under 
the expreſs condition, that it ſhould be ſubject to Mr. Benfield's 
approval; for even this man, conſcious how improbable it was that 
be ſhould ratify the tranſaction, thought fit to provide againſt the 
diſgrace of his engagement being diſhonoured. The Bill was never 
preſented to Mr. Benfield, nor did he ever hear a ſyllable from 
the Drawer of it upon the ſubject. The Company's troops had 


\\ 


then actually taken the field to accompliſh the reduction of Tan- 
jore. 10 have advanced this money would have been to defeat 
the intentions of the government of Madras, with which it was his 


duty not to interfere; and upon whoſe political operations, whether 
right or wrong, it was not his province to determine. The Rajah 


kawever, 5 g mentioned his Name, in a letter to the Governor and 
Council, he thought it neceſſary to explain all he knew of the mat- 
ter; and with expreſſions of fidelity and obedience, diſclaimed all con- 


cern in the tranſaction. And here let me appeal to the candour, and 


to the juſtice of mankind! Why, after fo long an interval of time, is 


Mr. Benfield charged with this offence? Why, at this diſtance from 
the ſpot i is he called upon to refute the accuſation? Can it be ſup- 


poſed, that during the diſſenſions at Madras the zeal and penetration 

of his enemies would not have diſcovered evidence of his guilt, if any 
ſuch there had been; his letter to the Council ſtood upon the minutes 
of the Court; he aſſerted his innocence; why did they not prove his 


guilt? To thoſe who conſider the rancour and aſperity of all politi- 


cal conteſts, no clearer proof can be produced of his innocence, than 
that not a ſyllable reflecting upon him in this tranſaction was urged 
during all the diſputes by an adverſe party; and he derives his ſtrong- 


eſt 


LECT 
. 


the ſame words. 2 


2 
eſt defence, not from the teſtimony « of his friends, but from the ſilence 
of his enemies, 


When I fay that not a ſyllable was mentioned with regard to this 


tranſaction at Madras, I only mean to aflert, as far as concerns Mr. 


Benfield. Mr. Dalrymple had, it is true, in a minute upon the ſub- 


ject of Mr. Benfield's claims, mentioned the bill in a general Way, 
and had introduced it in the following parentheſis : (Comera who, I 
believe, was Mr. Benfield's Dubaſh, and WHO, [ am aſſured, is the 
black man to the ſouthward with whom he had ſome 1 mercantil: concerns) 
but fo far from even inſinuating that Mr. Benfield was fraudulently 


concerned in this bill, Mr. Dalrymple expreſsly places it to the 


charge of Comera only, for mentioning in the fame paragraph another 
tranſaction, he ſays, % A man in this country, whoſe concerns are 
_ extenſive, is much expoſed to be abuſed by his ſervants ; and the cir- 
cumſtances of the 4%¼ referred to in the Company's general letter, 
' which are poſitively affirmed, and which I ſhall hereafter explain (but 
| Which, till he had left India, and was beyond the reach of detection, 


he never did- explain) are ſtrong proofs that Comera was capable of 


any thing. "---Mr. Dalry mple 8 minute, 938 June, 1776. 


The Rajah himſelf, on 3 applied to to ſtate the par Souls 


of the tranſactions relating to Mr. Benfield's Tunkaws or ſecurities, 


only fays in reply, that he conceives the tranſactions to be contrary 
to the Company's orders; but that the queſtion is ſo general, 


that he can only give a general anſwor. He never pretends to 


doubt the reality of Mr. Benfield s claims, he only contends againſt 
their validity, as being contrary to the orders of the Company, upon 
which ſubject the Rajah condeſcends to inſtruct them. The firſt 
time the Rajah pretends to accuſe Mr. Benfield, is in a letter to the 


Court of Directors, ſubſequent to Mr. Dalrymple's 85 and in nearly 


The 


The Nabob, on the contrary, gives a ſuller detail of this tranſ- 
ation; and in anſwer to ſeveral queries put to him by the Court of 
Directors, fates the following account. © I waited two years in 
hopes that Tuljajee would perform his obligations to me, which he 
never did; on the contrary, privately collected the revenues of the 
countries he had mortgaged to me. His arrears became heavy, and 
tis time allowed to him was expired. hen I became preſſing for my 

nds ON him, he ſont me a letter from K najee Pundy, to Mr. Ben- 
eld aud made me bcttceve 1t was a Jill, aobich it was not, and Mr. Ben- 
jlo Js x as of liberty to refuſe it or not, as be thought proper. M. Ben 
Heli acco- i 7 fuſed 4% ate any thing to do with it. Directors 
e p- 103. op 


Mr. B 12 eld's claims upon the Nabob, were of the moſt open and pub- 
je nature. Ile neither attempted to diſguiſe, or to conceal them; the 
RAlance vi kick ke had afforded. him, had prov ed of the moſt bene 
feia conſequence, and as ſuch hed been recognized by the governing 
Þ oer upon the ſpot. His firſt Loan prevented the Dutch from ac- 
<quizing an influence upon the Coaſt prejudicial to the Company; and 
In all probabilit y averted a war betwixt the two nations. Upon the 
Capture of Tanjore he advanced money to pay the Company's troops, 
a ſum ot £240,000, by, which means he. prevented the plunder of 
inat city. At the inſtance of the Nabob's ſon, he advanced the ſum 


„„ ooo, without which aſſiſtance, the country muſt have re- 


. . NN DO 


auuncd an uncultivated waſte. 


For advances thus * to the Nabob, Mr. Benfield is charged 
with diſobedience to the Company 8 orders, reſpecting Loans to the 
country powers. 


Upon this ſub; ect it would be preſumption in me to trouble you, after 
the very full and learned opinions which have been given. The Com- 
85 pany 8 
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pany's orders reſpecting Loans have been ſubmitted to the conſider- 
ation of the moſt eminent Counſel in the kingdom, and the reſult has 
been a perfect unanimity of. opinion, that Mr. Bonfield's Loans were 
not contrary to theſe orders. He did not fear to ſubmit his caſe to 


the proſecutors for the crown, upon the information againſt the ma- 


jority of the Council of Madras, who-could not be ſuppoſed from the 
line of information they had purſucd, to be prejudiced in his favour. 


pon theſe opions he may fafely reſt the defence of his conduct in 
this inſtance, and ſhield himſelf under the authorit; y. of thoſe, whoſe 


abilities are beyond. all 11 and. whoſe characters: muſt baffle 


reproach... 


But, if it were poſſible that theſe opinions ſhould prove to be er- 
roneous, it will hardly be imputed to him, as a wilful and criminal 
breach of duty, that he has miſtaken a point upon which the greateſt 
authorities have equally erred , nor upon the ground of diſobedience 


to orders, whoſe import was ſo ambiguous, and whoſe very exiſtence 


was doubtful, will it be deemed conſonant With juſtice, to devote him | 


to ruin. 


If theſe orders were in force, the beſt ſervants of the Company, 
during half a century, have been in the daily practice of diſobeying 
them. Some of the Company's s ſervants ha ave been convicted fre 
oeiving 54 per cent. for the uſe of money, when the rate of intereſt 


was ſettled at 10 her cent. and the Company neither deel: red the debt 
to be void, nor diſmiſſed them the ſervice ;. they. were on! y ordered to 
refund all they had received over and above the leg al compenſation, 


The ſpirit of the Company s orders was to prevent all extortion and 


undue advantages being taken of the. neceſſities of the country powers. 
They extended to thoſe in military command, whoſe force might be 


employed in compelling a preference to themſe Ives injurious 10 the Com- 


Mr. Benfield never held any ſituation of power, influence, or 
| E | | command a 


C/ 
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command ; he cannot therefore have employed authority for the pur- 
poſes of oppreſſion. Can it be faid that he has taker advantage of the 


diſtreſs of the Nabob, when he lent him money at the common rate of 


intereſt, to purchaſe territories from his enemies, and to fave him 


from war; when he provided for the expences of his army; when, 
through his aſſiſtance, he paid the Company's troops 2400007. and 


thereby ſaved the plunder of Tanjore, in which was treaſure to the 


amount of 400,000/. ſterling ; or will it be aſſerted, that he has aided 
him 7o the de triment of the Company, when he enabled him to purchaſe 
the territories from the Dutch, which the Rajah afterwards ceded to 


them; to make good his arrears of payment to their treaſury ; and to cul- 


 tivate that land out of which their revenue was to ariſe ? Yet with theſe 
diſtinguiſhing circumſtances in his favour, he 1 is marked out, as the 


only object for puniſhment, 


To this defence he might fofely traſt; for it would prove a ſuffici- 
ent one. But ſtrong as it may be deemed, it is comparatively feeble | 
to that, which all the circumſtances of the caſe afford him. Mr. Ben- 
field need not ſeek to palliate diſobedience, or to deprecate the ſeverity 

of puniſhment; his conduct was meritorious, and it claims ſupport 

and approbation His loans received the ſanction of the Preſident and 

Council of Madras; and when mentioned i in the public diſpatches to 
the Court of Directore at home, drew from them no mark of reproba- 
tion, or diſpleaſure. That very government, who in this inſtance 


had ratified his conduct, fell under the ſevereſt cenſure for their own ; 
but during all the diſcuſſion which took place upon their recal, 
was never imputed to them among the breaches of their duty, as 


they had authorized theſe Loans; nor was it urged againſt Mr. Ben- 
field, as an offence, chat by making them, he had diſobeyed t the order 


of the {ompanye. 


The 
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The ſecurities, which from time to time he obtained from the 
Nabob, were no more than continuations of the firſt tranſaction, 
and aroſe from a gradual ſettlement of the general account. En- 
gaged ſo deeply with the Nabob in the firſt inſtance, it became 
a matter of neceſſity with him, in the ſequel, to preſerve his credit ; 
to aſſiſt him to defray the expences of an army that defended that 
country, upon which he held his ſecurities; and to enable him to cul- 
tivate the land, from whoſe produce his payments were to be made. 


But it is ſaid that advice. was received by the Coventry. (ripe at 
Madras in September 177 [7 or before, of the reſolution of the Com- 5 
pany to reſtore the King of Tanjore, and that Mr. Benſield's mort- 

gages are not affirmed to have been made earlier than November of the 
ſame year; from which compariſon of dates violent preſumption lies 
that the ſaid aſſignments were colluſive and fraudulent, and colourab] ly 
ſet up to defeat the execution of the Company's orders. With re- 
: ſpect to the Nabob's aſſignments, Mr. Benfield received only renewed 
ſecurities, and according to the general practice of all civilized nati- 
ons, he could not doubt that though a change of dominion ſhould take 
place, the rights of individuals would be deemed ſacred, and their 
property preſerved. As to the money he advanced to the inhabitants 
through the Naib, ſor the cultivation of the country, in whomever 
the right of the ſoil was to veſt, it was equally their intereſt that the 
ſoil ſhould be productive, and 1 it Was a public ſervice to prevent dearth 
and famine. 


Mr. Benfield 3 is charged by the Rajah. with an attempt to . 
him to tranſcribe under his own name and in his own character a let- 
ter written by him (Mr. Benfield) containing imputations on the ho- 
nour and integrity of Lord Pigot. This accuſation ſtands unſupport- 


ell dy ny evidence, and reſts upon the mere aſſertion of the Rajah 
E 2 5 himſelf. 
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himſelf. How far an accuſation thus made, and thus ſupported, by 
the Rajah againſt Mr. Benfield who had claims upon his country to ſo 
conſiderable an amount, which the Rajah has never yet ſatisfied, ought 
to prevail, I leave to the candour of every man to determine. I will 


only obſerve in general, that if the mere aſſertion of the Rajah amounts 


to proof, upon which conviction muſt enſue, it will be in his power 


235 


0 ruin the moſt faithful ſervants of the Company, whenever the pur- 5 


poſes of reſentment, or intereſt, thal] prompt him to prefer ſuch com- 


plaints. 


In the Proteſt again the Reſolution of the Court of Directors, re- 


Loring Mr. Benfield to the ſervice, an expreſſion is quoted from his 


letter to the Council at Madras, upon the ſubject of the Rajah's bill, 


and that expreſſion is urged as a proof, that he conceived lending mo- 
ney to the country powers to be contrary to the Company's Orders. 
* will make no comment upon the diſpoſition of mind which can 
5 thus convert an expreſſion of obedience, pon one occaſion, into a proof 
"Of diſobedience upon another, and where the circumſtances of each 
Are ns oppoſite. Mr. Benfield would not have accepted the bill 
drawn upon him from Tanjore, becauſe it interfered with a great poli- 
| tien! operation, and would have ſtopped the progreſs of the Company's 
arms upon an expedition undertaken for their advantage, by their im- 
mediate repreſentatives. Upon the ſame principle of deference to the 


intereſt af the Company he affiſted the Nabob, where ſuch aſſiſtance 


had been declared neceſſary to the Company's welfare. In neither 
cafe did ke take upon him to determine the principle; but in each he 
followed the judgment of his ſuperiors. He did not conceive that he 
might not lend money to the country powers at the legal intereſt (when 


a ſettled rate of compenſation implied in his mind, beyond a doubt, 
the permiſſion of lending ;) but * as a ſervant obedient to the Orders 


of the Company, he would not interpoſe his property to thwart the 


operations 


* 
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operations of Gcverntgent, or ſuſter bis private advuntage to interfere 
with the public meaſures, | 


Fo the Corapany's Orders, as far as cencerr 2 
Mr. Benfield has in every inſtance c onformed. 1155 loans Heer tne eſta⸗ 
pliſſed premium of 101. per cent. nor has it ever been proved t 

has been guilty of thoſe acts of "fr y and ExtOr tion Wich tlie Con 
pany” s Orders were idued to prevent. 2 


It is indeed alledged, that the bonds of the inhabitants to the Ameer- 
ul Omrah bore a moit exorbitant and. ulurious intereſt. But Mr.. 
Benfield only held theſe bonds, whatever intereſt th N might really 
'bear, as collateral ſecuritics for money advanced to the Amecr from 
whom he received his rate of compenſation, and with w hom he wa 
to account. Inferences have been atten apted to be eſtablithed, Ray 
preſumptions to be enforced; but as gainſt Mr. BONNER, there is no 
proof whatever. It is a common maxim of juſtice that every man 
ſhall be preſumed innocent till he is proved al Fs Mr. Ben- 
field is to be preſumed guilty till he can prove himſelf innocent. 


The compenſation which the Orders of the Company permitted he 
has received; not equal, perhaps, to the inconvenience and danger to 
which at the time he ſubjected himſelf, but inadequate, indeed, to the 
injury and loſs to which in the event he is expoſed. His loan to the 

Nabob, declared to have been beneficial to the Company, has proved to 
him the moſt unfortunate tranſaction of his life. It has ſubjected his 
character to the moſt cruel calumny ; 4nd his fortune to a ſtate of per- 
plexity and embarraſſment, from which years of caution and prudence 
can alone retrieve it. His claims upon the Tanjore country are to this 
moment unſatisfied; the value of grain, ſeized by the orders of Lord 


Pigot, unreſtored; and by the reſolution of the Court of Directors, 
he 


1 
he has been withheld for upwards of two years from the management 
of theſe extenſive concerns. | | 


The magnitude of Mr. Benfield's claims has been urged as a proof 
againſt the Hirwoh of his dealings. It is faid, he was an inferior ſer- 
vant of the Company, without power, truſt, or influence. In the firſt 
place, the fact of Mr. Benfield's fortune is by no means eſtabliſhed ; 
and there is a wide difference between a man's claims and his real pro- 
perty. You have heard the credit fide of Mr. Benficld's account, but 
the debit remains unknown. But admitting the fact of Mr. Benfield's 
fortune, does the concluſion follow, that becauls he never was in a 
ſituation of power, truſt, or influence, that fortune has been impro- 
perly obtained? In our corpor ate capacity we are a commercial body; 
and there are many individuals among us, whom virtuous induſtry has 
conducted to honourable affluence. What if I were to ſay to one, Sir, 
you have never been a Chancellor of the Exchequer ; to another, you 
have never been Paymaſter of the Forces; to a third, you have never 
been Treaſurer of the Navy; I doubt, therefore, that your property 
has been honeſtly acquired : they would hear me with indignation, but 
they would turn from me with contempt. Should they condeſcend, 
however, to reaſon with me upon the ſubject, they would reply, If 
in the acquiſition of our fortunes we have done any thing unlawful, ws 
| why do you not ſtate the fact as a charge againſt us ? We acquired | 

our property by making uſe of the credit we had obtained; - and that 
credit we ſhould never have poſſeſſed, had we been guilty of what you 
lay to our charge“. Whatever property Mr. Benfield may really have, 
he owes it to his ſucceſs as a commercial man; that ſucceſs muſt, in 
all caſes, be proportioned to the extent of dealing. and the ſpirit of en- 

terprize; and the reputation of ſkill, fairneſs, and honeſty. 


1 have now in a general manner taken notice of wh has been di- 
rectly charged upon, or inſinuated Want Mr. Benfield. After a rigid 


| 5 runny 


„ 


„ 1 


wu into all thi parts of his conduct, 1 challenge his moſt bitter 
accuſer to prove him guilty of oppreſſion, extortion, or injuſtice. Has 


any proof yet been produced that can ſtain him with guilt ? and ſurely 


perſecution has not been inactive, nor will he have eſcaped through the 
remiſineſs of his enemies. At Madras, where his conduct was fo fre- 


quently diſcuſſed, not an inſinuation was thrown out againſt bis inte- 
_ grity ; no man publickly arraigned his character, or impeached his ho- 
nour; and yet he lived among men who were exaſperated ag ünſt him 
in no common degree. The Committee of Correſpondence, upon 
the moſt full and mature deliberation, acquitted him. The Court of 
Directors, after conſidering the report of the Committee of Correſpon- 


dence, acquitted him ; and for the Fourth time, at the laſt general 


Court, he underwent a trial. 


No ſtronger proof can be produced « of Mr. Benfield's innocence, than 


the very means to which his adverſaries would have had recourſe to 
prove his guilt. The meaſures attempted to be purſued at the lat 
General Court muſt have convinced you how ill- founded was the ac- 
cuſation againſt him. The ordinary courſe of juſtice was to be inter- 


rupted, for its common means were unequal to the conviction of this 


great delinquent! Fiat juſtitia, ruat calum! New and unheard of 


meaſures were attempted to be introduced. Though recalled to an- 


ſwer for a ſþec 72 charge, after a reſidence of factions years in J ndia, 
they inſtituted a general enquiry into every action of ſo conſiderable a 
period of his life. Seventeen charges were produced, with a copy of 
which Mr. Benfield had never been furniſhed. In the beginning of 
- the day, he was called upon to avow an anonymous paper circulated 
in his defence, and you afterwards perceived that the motive of this 
unfair and inſidious queſtion, was to found, upon an expreſſion in 
that paper, a charge of criminality, which they knew they could not 
ſupport till they had proved the publication. With what feelings 


will you hear of a practice of this kind; to draw from a man, not 
- WE warned 


„ 


warned of the conſequences of his anſwer, a direct confeſſion; and 


afterwards, upon that confeſſion, to eſtabliſh a criminal charge! 


Contrary to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the Court, and in repugnance | 
to the principles of juſtice they attempted: the examination of viva 


voce evidence. No notice of any ſuch intention, though unuſual 
and unprecedented, was given to Mr. Benfield. Of ſeventeen. 
charges they ſhould have endeavoured firſt - to have proved ſome in the 
uſual way; but they began by producing parel evidence, and, in 7 


truth, were they apprehenſive. of a defeat upon the merits, ſuch a 
mcaſure, though contradictory to juſtice, was conſiſtent vith policy, 


They te that you muſt reject this evidence, and from ſuch re- 
zulal they obtained ſomething like a pretext. For, how, ſay they, | 


could we prove the charge when you refuſed to hear our evidence 
Yet under all theſe circumſtances no man would ſtand forth Mr. 
_ Benfield's accuſer! You ſaw with what ſcrupulous care even the 


name of acer ſaliou was evaded; no ſound ſo harſh was ſuffered to jay | 
in your ear; while the ſofter phone of a prudential. enquiry was uttered 


in the moſt gentle accent. The honourable gentleman who had 


moved for the Court, would not permit himſelf to be ſtained with. 
the title of accuſer. He repelled the appellation with a degree of 
warmth, which convinced us, that he felt it as a libel upon his cha- 
racter---and yet, gentlemen, let me aſk you, if you had thought 


yourſelves poſſeſſed of ſuch evidence of Mr. Benfield's guilt, as could. 
warrant you to prefer ſeventeen diſtin charges, and to aſſemble a : 
a General Court, would you not avowedly have ſtood forth accuſers, 


- and not ſkulked behind a fanciſul diſtinction, and. masked yourſelyes 
with a ſhadowy pretence? x 


6 Mr. Benfield is warranted to aſſert that his conduct after the ſevereſt 


ſcrutiny has been found unimpeachable. In extending the commerce 
of his country he performed a national good. In making loans to the 


Nabob he prevented the Dutch from acquiring an influence upon the 
5 3 | (Coat 
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coaſt of Coromandel. In the year 1764, the Preſident and Council 
of Madras bore the moſt flattering public teſtimony to his merit. In 


the year 1765, he was appointed a writer from the favourable repre- 
ſentation of his abilities, and upon his quitting Madras, unknown to, 


and unſolicited by him, the Prefident and Council inſerted the fol- 
lowing paragraph in their letter to the Court of Directors. In 
EE: juſtice to Mr. Benfield's conduct as Contractor for the F ortificati- 
46 ons, we think it proper to mention that all the works executed by 


„ him, as far as we Can judge ourſelves, or learn from Une report of - 
40 . are finiſhed in u wafterly and durable | manner. 


The Preprictors are fully poſſeſſed of all che ice of fMr. = 


Benfield's caſe. To their judgment he may reſign himſelf, dreadin g no- 

thing-from that malice which has elſewhere been ſo buſily employed to 

cruſh and overwhelm him. Every art to which infamy could have 
recourſe has been adopted to inflame the public, and to excite a de- 
gree of prejudice which might operate to his ruin. But it is not in 


this country that men can be undone by ſuch baſe and profligate 


means. There is a moment when the accuſer muſt face the accuſed ; 


when aſſertion muſt yield to proof; and falſhood be filenced with ; 


ſhame. Soon or late the purpoſes of oppreſſion are diſcovered ; the 


tide of public indignation turned upon the oppreſſors; and the in 


jured, perſecuted individual, finds a friend | in every man of humanity, i 
and a protector in every man of ſpirit. 


I ſhall woakle you, gentlemen, no longer ; _ well aſſured that Mr. 


Benfield will be permitted, by your ballot, to rcturn to his ſtation, 
and that you will not, upon vague inſinuation, in contradiction to 
poſitive proof, doom him to ruin---and What! 18 worſe than ruin 


to diſgrace. „„ 
5 . A P R 0 PRI E T OR. 
Januar) 22, 1781. 85 Co 
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